
DMV Pauses MEC System Upgrade

Less than a day after the implementation of its new
electronic medical examiner's certificate (MEC)
transmission system,the California Department of
Motor Vehicles (DMV) has announced a temporary
pause in the launch.

Last June, new federal requirements under the NRII
Final Rule set forth plans for electronic submission
of medical information for Interstate drivers. A series
of waivers and delayed enforcement allowed drivers to continue to provide information the
paper-based old fashioned way. But last week the DMV announced its system was finally ready.

On May 18, the agency launched its programming to implement the new Federal Regulations.
Issues were identified shortly after and DMV made the decision to roll it back.

As a result, Medical Examination Reports (MERs) and Medical Examiner Certificates
(MECs) for Interstate (NI) commercial drivers may not have been transmitted to the DMV.
Individuals who expected an electronic submission of their MER or MEC on May 18, 2026,
should provide DMV with a paper copy. The DMV is working to fix the issue as quickly as
possible. 

Medical forms for Intrastate (NA) commercial drivers will continue to be accepted through
current channels: online, mail, in person, and the Secure File Transfer Site. Medical examiners
have also received guidance from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration to continue
providing paper medical forms.

For more information on NRII visit the National Registry website.

Court: Brokers Can Face Negligent Hiring
Suits Under State Law

Last week's unanimous Supreme Court decision is likely to be
a gamechanger for the transport industry.

The Court ruled on Thursday in Montgomery v. Caribe Transport II that federal law does not
shield freight brokers from state lawsuits claiming they negligently hired dangerous motor

http://dieseldirect.com/
http://dieseldirect.com/
https://nationalregistry.fmcsa.dot.gov/nriilearning-center
https://www.scotusblog.com/2026/05/court-rules-freight-brokers-can-face-negligent-hiring-suits-under-state-law/


carriers.

CTA member Scopelitis Law Firm shared their analysis last week on social media, shedding
some light on the case's likely impact.

ATRI Study: Insurance Costs Up, Risk
Management Works

This week the American Transportation Research Institute
(ATRI) released new research detailing the rising costs of
commercial auto liability insurance in the trucking industry and the
risk management strategies that motor carriers use to mitigate
these costs.

Some notable nuggets:

From 2021 to 2024, liability insurance premium costs rose by 18.6 percent to 10.2 cents
per mile – outpacing consumer inflation by 5.4 percentage points – at the same time that
heavy-duty truck-involved crash rates fell by 2.6 percent industry-wide.

Among respondents, per-mile liability losses rose by an average of 33.1 percent over the
same period.

From 2021 to 2024, per-mile premium costs for the $5-10 million insurance layer rose by
34 percent to 1.58 cents, and per-mile premium costs for the $10-15 million layer rose by
45 percent to 1.05 cents. .

A bright spot: several risk management approaches appear to have yielded positive outcomes.

Fleets with more retained risk in their primary coverage layer experienced lower combined
liability losses and premium costs during this period, regardless of size.

Fleets that reduced total purchased coverage experienced an average reduction of 2.4
percent in combined liability losses and premium costs in the subsequent year when
adjusted for inflation.

The report includes a variety of additional benchmarks for fleets to evaluate trends and assess
their own risk management approach, such as coverage limits, percent of revenue spent on
insurance, and deductible or self-insurance levels by fleet size.

The full report is available on ATRI’s website here.   

Mandell Marks 15 Years at CTA

Matt Mandell, CTA's Vice President of Finance &
Administration, is celebrating his 15th anniversary with the
Association this month.

Matt joined us in 2011 as financial controller after previously
working in controller and accounting manager roles in the Fresno
area. Before that, he served in the US Navy as an aviation
electronics technician aboard the USS Kitty Hawk.
As CTA's "Money Matt", he keeps a close eye on the

Association's financial and administrative concerns. We're fortunate to have him here at CTA
and wish him well at this important career milestone.

https://scopelitis.com/law-alerts/supreme-court-holds-negligent-selection-claims-against-brokers-are-not-preempted/
https://truckingresearch.org/2026/05/truckings-rising-insurance-costs-issues-and-opportunities/


Now Open: Applications for ﻿
﻿2027 Golden Jubilee Club

Nominations are now being accepted for the trucking industry’s
pioneers to be honored in the Golden Jubilee Club. Members of
this distinguished group meet each year at CTA’s Annual
Membership Conference to hail the pioneers of our industry and
to introduce new members of the group.

Eligible candidates are either working with or retired from CTA member organizations and have
served a minimum of 50 years in the trucking industry. 

Recipients will be honored at the CTA Golden Jubilee Club Breakfast on January 22, 2027
during CTA’s Annual Membership Conference (AMC27) at the Monterey Plaza Hotel & Spa.

The nomination form can be found here. Contact: Tina Ferguson at tferguson@caltrux.org or
916-373-3528.

Online Workshop This Morning: Proposed
Zero Emission Vehicle Incentive Program

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) invites you
to participate in a virtual workshop where we will discuss
proposed program policies for the Governor’s proposed
new zero emission vehicle (ZEV) incentive program.

We are continuing the conversation started during the
March public workshop, where we gathered feedback on the Governor’s proposed new ZEV
incentive program included in the proposed Budget. This session will provide an update on the
proposed program policies for the new ZEV incentive program.

The workshop will be held virtually via Zoom:

This Morning: Wednesday, May 20 - 9:00 to 11:00

﻿After registering, you will receive an email with information about how to join the meeting.

Register for ZEV Program Workshop

Workshop materials will be available on CARB’s webpage approximately one week before the
workshop. This workshop will be recorded and posted approximately two weeks after
the workshop date. A link to the recording will be made available and posted on
the CARB Events Calendar webpage. 

CARB Offers Drive Forward Community
Listening Session Sacramento
 
The California Air Resources Board (CARB) and Valley
Vision will be holding an evening community listening session in
Sacramento for CARB to share an update on the Drive Forward
Initiative.

The meeting also gives community members an opportunity to share their perspectives and
ideas on proposed clean vehicle regulatory and incentive concepts. This input will help shape

https://4f5bt9nab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EIcVcmTcp69iHtVtaO3v1xgWJUswebH2Z4CRJGdsQqS3-FlyVdaBCx5h4yJI-qAfEtAynhDsy-RUU4H67_HllSkL0owxc9Dna-02V9SQ1xcBERlgcMb6edXnC3N5w7Dox0Xul1s4fRMjn3dYGb9TQjAnrnG6sLK6HxEb5ZBCkl-cbyhPaBeEWXNjBdflX6t3&c=UsLxQkOIL0uhHcccL5liCSjzhamYFlsMRKAkpebuyfN_TV1-tjD7xQ==&ch=HQ4kdHq9aQU1LIeqbbbIopyvKOJ_5gxDQF_-oIFOeubcbWj_4Xuqzg==
https://files.constantcontact.com/fb8f0357301/1b8bbfcb-9288-42d0-8e16-4a150376e15d.pdf?rdr=true
https://4f5bt9nab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EIcVcmTcp69iHtVtaO3v1xgWJUswebH2Z4CRJGdsQqS3-FlyVdaBC2_tTwUS7DoqW3HqLxIeVNQ0T0AQWmThpz09wGghKMTlwrP1L5mGFE6sBMOtI89L0HkHGvdofdldYzU_4lk0gRh0n9EJcqjXIrTmq7mqJeLh4jZtEqsiYm6jJUjUWLXfpA==&c=UsLxQkOIL0uhHcccL5liCSjzhamYFlsMRKAkpebuyfN_TV1-tjD7xQ==&ch=HQ4kdHq9aQU1LIeqbbbIopyvKOJ_5gxDQF_-oIFOeubcbWj_4Xuqzg==
https://lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/5140
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/events/workshop-governors-proposed-new-zero-emission-vehicle-incentive-program
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/bQWf3e7nQ9-vpDiTHTIKAw?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#/registration
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/drive-forward?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/drive-forward?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


clean vehicle regulations and programs that will continue to help communities across California
achieve air quality and climate goals.

Attendees will hear from CARB staff about potential clean vehicle regulations, programs and
incentives that are part of the Drive Forward Initiative directed at the next phase of light-,
medium-, and heavy-duty vehicle programs.

Registration is required but admission and parking are free. 

Sacramento Meeting
Tonight: Wednesday, May 20 - 5:30 to 7:30

Florin Creek Recreation Center
7460 Persimmon Ave

Sacramento

Register for Sacramento Meeting

If you cannot attend but would like to hear an overview of this event please register for CARB's
Evening Community Meeting online in July.
 

Thursday, July 21 - 5:00 to 7:00

Register for Online Overview

Get the Latest on Government Affairs on June 2

CTA Government Affairs (GA) team is at the Capitol, on the phone, and in the offices of
our policymakers non-stop to make business more viable for California trucking. As a
result, we like to show our work on legislation and regulations with periodic GA calls for
our members.

On Tuesday, June 2, CTA's Nick Chappe will provide the latest developments for the June
Government Affairs update.

This webinar is an invaluable opportunity to stay up to date on the latest legislative and
regulatory developments directly affecting the trucking industry in California.

Attendees will have an opportunity to ask questions during the webinar, and this event is free to
all members. 

Register for this important one-hour Zoom event by clicking the button below.

Register Now

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/drive-forward-shape-californias-clean-vehicle-future-tickets-1986569143786?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/events/evening-community-meeting-clean-transportation-incentives-july-2026?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://members.caltrux.org/events/Details/summer-2026-government-affairs-update-1665665?sourceTypeId=Website


June Board of Directors & Policy Committee
Meetings: Industry Updates, Policy &
Legislative Reviews, Networking﻿
 
CTA welcomes you to participate in our 2026 June Board of
Directors & Policy Committee Meetings, held in-person at TEC
Equipment in Fontana on June 17 and 18.

﻿Please join us next month for impactful discussions about our Association, updates on this year's
legislative session and industry issues... and a little networking in-between.

All CTA members are welcome and encouraged to attend!

Wednesday, June 17

10:30 - CEO Advisory (Private)
11:30 - Officer's Council (Private) 
1:30 - Environmental Policy Committee
3:00 - Allied Conference Meeting 
3:30 - 5:30 Allied Conference Happy Hour Event (Location TBD)

Thursday, June 18

9:00 - Highway Policy Committee 
10:15 - Safety, Security, and Human Resources Policy Committee
Noon - Grab-n-Go Lunch 
12:30 - 2:30 - Board of Directors Meeting 

Click the link here or the button below for more information and to register. We hope to
see you all there!

Register for the In-Person Meetings Now

If you are unable to attend this meeting in person, please register here to participate
remotely via Zoom.

Air Quality Improvement Program Meeting
for Proposed Fiscal Year 2025-26 and 2026-
27 Funding Plans

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) will conduct
a public meeting on the date and time noted below to
consider approval of the Proposed Fiscal Year (FY) 2025-26
and FY 2026-27 Funding Plan for the Air Quality
Improvement Program (Proposed AQIP Funding Plan).

Thursday, June 25, 9:00

https://4f5bt9nab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TgaHmAm20EbvR6xVIeA0gXo4mtpNe8D3IEII5Z8BMYI0K9afFvOWauXLMxHYUjh3BiveAFZvr2pWUrUp-uORZ5HN2MRe_UudhIITufmjshHwU94ElYpi_it71kbcqpZ4p6lZtm8an-q6cu1yEhYr91J2PM7_dOl-joSM_sHX7uOT80HBhlFf3pQLYqrRfqa8xmVt14VNH6lk5ygeAB9Opfbxn2hUxIgXGc8IYA3J4w9IKtA_maBFcw0jtNcmSqbVpDjfAdt1txR51nIKwpNIht05TmOoUCWXoPgIUSetJlw1Q0DMt-Pe-A==&c=K13rdzx_L2-N8mWmocZSJ8LQOcRFOGheI18z_jDrR8I3kqcVpzWzRg==&ch=A4VdMkunMnRDVDfOREmcsuP5VqrWEKk80bKjXg5AD8UY51oc9Qz3jg==
https://members.caltrux.org/ap/Events/Register/BDFN8gjTaCKC0
https://members.caltrux.org/events/Details/2026-cta-june-virtual-policy-committee-meetings-1720934?sourceTypeId=Website


California Air Resources Board
Byron Sher Auditorium

1001 I Street
Sacramento

This public meeting may continue at 9:00 a.m., on June 26. Please consult the public agenda,
which will be posted ten days before the meeting, for important details, including the day on
which this item will be considered and how the public can participate via Zoom if they choose to
be remote.

Fleet Safety & Driver of the Month/Driver of the Year Awards -
Honoring CTA's Best

Nominations for our next big driver and carrier
recognitions - the Fleet Safety Awards and the Driver of
the Month/Driver of the Year (DOM/DOY) - are now in
full swing. See below to lean how to submit your top
picks for these prestigious awards.﻿

﻿Fleet Safety Awards

It's not just drivers who make the roads safe, but also
carriers who demonstrate a commitment to keeping
equipment and procedures up to the highest standards.

Every year we seek out nominations to honor the state’s
ground-breaking safety programs and talented safety
professionals for the annual CTA Fleet Safety Awards.

Nominations are now open for the 2026 Fleet Safety
awards. Click below to get started!

Driver of the Month/Driver of the Year

Our member businesses and the people working for them
succeed professionalism and dedication to safety
Recognizing this, the CTA honors our state’s best truck
drivers with the Driver of the Month (DOM) award.

Each November our award recipients are invited to the with
the north and south DOM/DOY banquets, where each
monthly winner is recognized for their outstanding service. The night is also filled anticipation as
the Driver of the Year (DOY) honor is revealed for the first time.

Nominations are now open for the 2025 DOM/DOY awards term. Current CTA company
members in good standing may enter California domiciled drivers with no limit of entries free of
charge. Member companies will be charged $125 if one of their drivers is selected for an award.

For more information on these programs and sponsorship opportunities, click the buttons below,
or you can contact us at (916) 373-3528 or at events@caltrux.org.

DOM/DOY Nomination Info Fleet Safety Nomination Info

https://www.caltrux.org/dom-awards/
https://www.caltrux.org/fleet-safety-awards/


GOLF TOURNAMENTS

2026 San Joaquin Unit Joe Kent
Memorial Golf Tournament

Join the San Joaquin Unit Monday, June 1, at
Woodbridge - a course known for more than 100 years
as a golfer's escape along the Mokelumne River,
nestled amongst the valley's finest wineries.

Be part of an annual tradition of competition, networking, and fun.

Monday, June 1
8 am - Check-in

9:30 am - Shotgun Start
Early Dinner to follow!

Woodbridge Golf & Country Club
950 E Woodbridge Rd.

Woodbridge

Hurry! Deadline for sponsors to be included in tournament
materials is tomorrow: Thursday, May 21.

Register Now!

2026 San Bernardino/Riverside Unit 46th
Annual Arthur F. Thompson Memorial Golf
Tournament

Join the San Bernardino/Riverside Unit Thursday, June 11,
at Eagle Glen Golf Club - a spectacular championship golf
course with superb amenities and a stunning natural setting
designed amid ancient oaks, majestic sycamores, and
towering eucalyptus trees

Thursday, June 11

http://www.bankbac.com/trucking
http://www.bankbac.com/trucking
mailto:jennifer@matthewspublishing.com
mailto:jennifer@matthewspublishing.com
https://members.caltrux.org/events/Details/2026-san-joaquin-unit-joe-kent-memorial-golf-tournament-1670894?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.caltrux.org/events/Details/2026-san-joaquin-unit-joe-kent-memorial-golf-tournament-1670894?sourceTypeId=Website
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mokelumne_River
https://www.woodbridgegcc.com/
https://members.caltrux.org/events/Details/2026-san-joaquin-unit-joe-kent-memorial-golf-tournament-1670894?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.caltrux.org/events/Details/2026-san-joaquin-unit-joe-kent-memorial-golf-tournament-1670894?sourceTypeId=Website


8-9:45 am - Registration/Breakfast
﻿Driving/Putting Contest
10 am - Shotgun Start

Eagle Glen Golf Club
1800 Eagle Glen Parkway

Corona

Register Now!

HELP DESK

Compliance Confusion? Help Desk Has Your Solutions!

Remember to use the “Help Desk Online Contact Form” when you
have a compliance or regulatory question on an issue.

The CTA Help Desk Online Contact Form is an exclusive member
benefit designed to help with assisting various questions including:
• Driver qualification rules
• Drug testing questions
• Federal and California motor carrier safety regulations
• Log book/Hours-of-service regulations
• Vehicle load & securement rules
• Environmental regulations
• Hazardous materials regulations

Visit www.caltrux.org/compliance-help-desk/, or email
helpdesk@caltrux.org.

Please be sure to include as much detail and information as possible. CTA’s Government Affairs
team will do their best to get back to you in timely manner.

Contact the Help Desk

https://www.woodbridgegcc.com/
https://members.caltrux.org/events/Details/2026-san-bernardino-riverside-unit-46th-annual-arthur-f-thompson-memorial-golf-tournament-1682138?sourceTypeId=Website
https://www.caltrux.org/storm-water-monitoring/
https://www.caltrux.org/storm-water-monitoring/
https://go.prepass.com/PP-2020-02-28-Generic_LP.html?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=state_association&utm_campaign=generic
https://go.prepass.com/PP-2020-02-28-Generic_LP.html?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=state_association&utm_campaign=generic
https://www.caltrux.org/cargo-pac/
https://www.caltrux.org/cargo-pac/
http://www.caltrux.org/compliance-help-desk/
mailto:helpdesk@caltrux.org
http://www.caltrux.org/compliance-help-desk/


DRIVER SAFETY EDUCATION

Brush Up on Safety Issues With TREDS

CTA is partnered with UC San Diego’s Transportation Research and Education for Driving
Safety Center (TREDS) to prevent crash-related morbidity and mortality by improving safe
driving behaviors.

TREDS offers two courses aimed at preventing commercial motor vehicle-involved crashes from
distracted and substance-impaired driving. They partner with the CTA to make courses available
to the commercial motor vehicle industry.

Courses are approximately 60-minutes in length and available in both English and Spanish.

Courses focus on distraction related to
the use of cell phones and electronic
devices and...

Scope of the problem
Risk & consequences
Rules & regulations
Distracted, fatigued & drowsy driving
Work zone safety

Courses focus on substances most
commonly reported to the FMCSA Drug
& Alcohol Clearinghouse and...

Scope of the problem
Contributing factors
Risks & consequences
Laws & testing procedures
Strategies to drive-drug free

Learn More

EVENT CALENDAR

May 21: Kern Unit Golf Tournament

June 1: San Joaquin Unit Joe Kent Memorial Golf Tournament

June 2: Summer 2026 Government Affairs Update

June 11: San Bernardino/Riverside Unit Arthur F. Thompson Mem. Golf Tournament

June 17 & 18: 2026 CTA June Board of Directors & Policy Committee Meetings

July 30: 2026 San Diego/Imperial Unit 17th Annual Golf Tournament

September 15: Fall 2026 Government Affairs Update

MEMBER EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS & SERVICES

https://treds.ucsd.edu/
https://treds.ucsd.edu/
https://www.caltrux.org/driving-safety-education/
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https://members.caltrux.org/events/Details/2026-san-joaquin-unit-joe-kent-memorial-golf-tournament-1670894?sourceTypeId=Website
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https://members.caltrux.org/events/Details/2026-san-bernardino-riverside-unit-46th-annual-arthur-f-thompson-memorial-golf-tournament-1682138?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.caltrux.org/events/Details/2026-cta-june-board-of-directors-policy-committee-meetings-1663951?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.caltrux.org/events/Details/2026-san-diego-imperial-unit-17th-annual-golf-tournament-1678133?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.caltrux.org/events/Details/fall-2026-government-affairs-update-1665667?sourceTypeId=Website


Circle Club Sponsor companies have
shown a special commitment to CTA
members and the trucking industry.

We encourage our members to take
advantage of these special offers and
support these affiliated businesses.

﻿A portion of every dollar spent with TSC
goes back to support the CTA. That's
good for you, and good for trucking.

Experience exclusive member
treatment with excellent customer
service, reliability, and added value.

https://www.caltrux.org/businesssolutions/
https://www.caltrux.org/businesssolutions/
https://www.caltrux.org/circle-club-partners/
https://www.caltrux.org/circle-club-partners/
http://www.tsctesting.com/
http://www.tsctesting.com/


Click here to view CTA Circle Club
Sponsor companies and their
valuable promotions.

Contact Levi Ochotorena for more
information and a CTA Member-
exclusive price quote.

Digital Back Issues: The Caltrux Bookshelf

For decades Caltrux Magazine has informed and entertained our
members with news and features regarding the transport business, our
legislative challenges and wins, and in-depth focus on the movers and
shakers of California trucking.

The Caltrux Bookshelf uses a digital flipbook format to display these
magazine issues in high quality, complete with articles and
advertisements - identical to what you already receive in the mail.
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