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FMCSA Welcomes Steve Dowling as the
New Chief Safety Officer

Yesterday, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
(FMCSA), the lead federal government agency responsible
for regulating and providing safety oversight of commercial
motor vehicles, brings in Steve Dowling as the new Chief
Safety Officer.

Dowling was a longtime leader within CVSA, where he
chaired the CVSA Training Committee and served as president of the Alliance in 2010-2011. He
brings decades of commercial motor vehicle safety experience to the FMCSA chief safety officer
role, having served the California Highway Patrol as a certified commercial motor vehicle
inspector, commander of the Commercial Vehicle Section and chief of the Valley Division, and
after retiring from enforcement, as senior director of enterprise safety training with Covenant
Logistics (formerly Covenant Transport).

In this position, Dowling will assist with directing the country's commercial motor vehicle safety
programs, manage regulatory compliance, play a key leadership role in advancing FMCSA's
safety mission, and work with partners across North America to reduce crashes, injuries and
fatalities involving commercial motor vehicles.

FMCSA Proposes Codifying English Language Proficiency Out-of-
Service Violations

On Monday, August 10, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) published a
notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) titled "English Language Proficiency; Out of Service
Criteria".

FMCSA's NPRM proposes to codify the English language proficiency driver qualification
requirement as an out-of-service violation. The rulemaking would ensure uniform enforcement
by aligning the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations with the current enforcement
tolerances in the North American Standard Out-of-Service Criteria issued by the Commercial
Vehicle Safety Alliance.



http://dieseldirect.com/
http://dieseldirect.com/

Comments on the NPRM must be received on or before October 9, 2026. Information regarding
the notice can be found here.

FMCSA Decertifies Six ELDs

On August 6, 2026, FMCSA removed the following electronic logging devices (ELDs) from the
list of registered ELDs due to the ELD providers’ failure to meet the minimum requirements
established in Title 49 CFR Appendix A to Subpart B of Part 395.

ELD Name Model Number ELD Identifier = ELD Provider
MOONLIGHT ELD = MRS MRS255 UZB2USAINC

HGRS ELD HGR HRS169 HGRS

HIGHEST ELD HIG4ES HIG385 HGRS
TRUCKFORDELD | TRS TRS263 Truckford ELD

Sparkle ELD PT40SIM SPARK6 Spark Technologies Inc.

Motor carriers must discontinue using the revoked ELDs and take action to stay in compliance.
Motor carriers have up to 60 days to replace the revoked devices with a compliant ELD.

FMCSA will send an email to industry to inform motor carriers that all who use the revoked ELDs
must take the following steps:

1.Discontinue using the revoked devices and revert to paper logs or logging software to
record required hours of service data.

2.Replace the revoked devices with a compliant ELD from the Registered Devices list
before October 6, 2026.

CVSA Brake Safety Week Aug 23-29

The Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) has announced Aug. 23-29 as this year’s
Brake Safety Week, a seven-day focused inspection and enforcement initiative designed to
improve safety by ensuring commercial motor vehicles on our roadways are operating with
properly maintained and functioning braking systems.

Throughout that week, trained and certified inspectors in Canada, Mexico and the U.S. will
conduct routine commercial motor vehicle inspections with a focus on brake systems and
components. Vehicles with brake-related out-of-service violations, or any other out-of-service
violations, will be removed from roadways until those violations are corrected.

In addition, inspectors will focus on drums and rotors, the emphasis for this year’s brake-safety
initiative. Brake drum and rotor issues may affect a vehicle’s brake efficiency. Broken pieces of
drums and rotors may become dislodged from the vehicle en route and damage other vehicles
or result in injuries or fatalities to the motoring public.

During Brake Safety Week, inspectors will report data to CVSA about vehicle inspections and
brake-related violations. CVSA will collect and analyze all submitted brake-related data and
release the results later this year. By dedicating focused resources and attention to brake safety,
CVSA aims to reduce violations, improve compliance and make roadways safer for all users.

Learn More

Fall 2026 Government Affairs Update



https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2026-16288/english-language-proficiency-out-of-service-criteria.
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__eld.fmcsa.dot.gov_List&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=2c084UgBqx9yommD7FhTEVj250_nyH5ETrVhQ2byfFk&m=xh_aQI6U5ozN3BifKldCLDC_2PT-pd2GiRNq9qQHIjlfEeya6W5TkQDzs2sKewcJ&s=Eo9VNW8tTEApHE84P6HUdl_dbc1PvQ4amr5nMv6SY2A&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__eld.fmcsa.dot.gov_List&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=2c084UgBqx9yommD7FhTEVj250_nyH5ETrVhQ2byfFk&m=xh_aQI6U5ozN3BifKldCLDC_2PT-pd2GiRNq9qQHIjlfEeya6W5TkQDzs2sKewcJ&s=Eo9VNW8tTEApHE84P6HUdl_dbc1PvQ4amr5nMv6SY2A&e=
https://cvsa.org/programs/operation-airbrake/focus-area/
https://cvsa.org/programs/operation-airbrake/brake-safety-campaign-results/
https://cvsa.org/programs/operation-airbrake/brake-safety-campaign-results/
https://cvsa.org/programs/operation-airbrake/focus-area/

To learn more about CTA's advocacy efforts, please join the California Trucking Association's
Government Affairs team for our Webinar: Fall 2026 Government Affairs Update. This
webinar is an invaluable opportunity to stay up to date on the latest legislative and regulatory
developments directly affecting the trucking industry in California.

CTA's Government Affairs will provide an overview of legislation that could impact the trucking
industry including legislation focused on labor, environmental, tax, and safety policies.

Attendees will have an opportunity to ask questions about pending legislation, and this event is
free to all members!

Secure your Spot by Registering Today!
Tuesday, September 15th
9:00 - 10:00 AM

CARB Hosting 2026-2027 HVIP Workshop

CARB is hosting a workshop for staff to present and discuss implementation topics for the
upcoming Fiscal Year (FY) 2026-2027 HVIP Implementation Manual (IM) as well as the
development of the FY 2026-2027 Long-Term Heavy-Duty Investment Strategy.

Date: August 19, 2026
Time: 1:00 pm — 3:00 pm PST
Location: Zoom Webinar

The meeting agenda and presentation will be posted to the implementation workgroup

webpage ahead of the meeting.

Webinar: California Clean Fuel Reward CALIFORNIA

Incentive Program CLEAN FUEL
Thursday, August 27 REWARD

10 AM - 11 AM POWERED BY THE LOW CARBON FUEL STANDARD
Via Zoom

Unlock Up to $120,000 Toward Your Next Electric Commercial Vehicle
Thinking about adding electric vehicles to your fleet?

Now is the perfect time to learn how the California Clean Fuel Reward incentive program can
significantly reduce your upfront purchase costs.

Join the California Trucking Association and representatives from the California Clean Fuel
Reward program for an informative webinar covering the latest incentives available for eligible
battery-electric commercial vehicles from Class 2b through Class 8.

Whether you're just beginning to explore electric vehicles or you're ready to make your next
purchase, this webinar will help you understand how to maximize available incentives and
navigate the application process.
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What You'll Learn

How the California Clean Fuel Reward works

Who qualifies for the program

Current incentive amounts by vehicle class

Which vehicles are eligible

How the reward is applied at the point of purchase

How the program can be combined ("stacked") with other eligible incentives
Live Q&A with a representative from the California Clean Fuel Reward program

Current incentive amounts include:

Class 2b* Class 3-4 Class 5 Class 6-7 Class 8
$7,500* $15,000 $60,000 $85,000 $120,000

For complete program requirements, eligibility criteria, incentive amounts, and application
details, please review the California Clean Fuel Reward Program Guide before applying.

EDUCATION

TODAY Virtual Safety Seminar:
Accident Management

Gain practical guidance on accident reporting,
investigation, recordkeeping, and managing post-
accident responsibilities to minimize liability and protect
your Safety Measurement System (SMS) scores.

CALIFORNIA TRUCKING ASSOCIATION Wednesday, August 12 at 1:00

DOTREADY CTA Member:$99
Non-Member: $149

Register Here

Southern CA Safety Day

Join us for an in-depth Safety Training Event hosted by CTA, FMCSA, and the
California Highway Patrol Commercial Industry Education Program

Wednesday, September 23
9:00 am to 2:00 pm Lunch Included

SoCal Gas Innovation Hall, Downey, CA
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CTA Member:$10
Non-Member: $20

Sponsorships Available

$100 Event Sponsor

$300 Table Sponsor- Display your product!
$1000 Lunch Sponsor

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SAFETY DAY

SOCAL GAS DOWNEY
9AM-2PM

Register Here

EVENTS & RECOGNITION PROGRAMS

DEADLINE THIS FRIDAY for Fleet Safety Awards

It takes a lot of grit to run a top-notch safety program, and
we think the best of the best deserve recognition.

Honor the team behind the scenes by nominating your
safety program and talented safety professionals for the
annual CTA Fleet Safety Awards.

There are many different divisions to apply for. Click the
link below to view the application and see if your team can
make the cut.

Deadline to Apply: August 14, 2026

CALIFORNIA TRUCKING Application Fee: $150
—% ASSOCIATION *—

2026 Fleet Safety Application
2026 Fleet Safety Professional of the Year Application
2026 Excellence in Maintenance Application

DEADLINE THIS FRIDAY: Driver of the Month & Driver of the Year

CTA honors our state’s best truck drivers with the Driver of the Month (DOM) awards each
November. The Northern CA and Southern CA banquets reveal monthly winners recognized for
their outstanding service. It's especially significant to recognize the best of the best via the
Driver of the Year (DOY) award.

CTA company members may enter California-domiciled drivers with no limit to the number of
entries per company. This year, we're switching things up a bit by charging a $35 program fee
for each applicant, in place of the previous $125 winners' fee. This fee supports nomination
review, award administration, promotion of winners, recognition materials, and the annual
banquet celebrating California's safest and most professional drivers.
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For more information on these programs and
sponsorship opportunities, click the buttons below,
call (916)_.373-3528 or email to events@caltrux.org.

Completed applications must be emailed to
events@caltrux.org no later than 5:00 pm on
August 14, 2026

2026 Driver of the Month or Year Application Form

Do you know anyone with 50 years in the industry?

_~  GOLDE} Nominations are now being accepted for the longtime trucking
~—— JUBILEE . .
) professionals to be honored in the . Members
of this distinguished group meet every other year at CTA's Annual
\‘,\' Membership Conference to hail the pioneers of our industry and

introduce new members.

(&

Eligible candidates are either working with or retired from CTA
member organizations and have served a minimum of 50 years in the
trucking industry.

Recipients will be honored at the CTA Golden Jubilee Club Breakfast on January 22 during
CTA’s Annual Membership Conference (AMC27) at the Monterey Plaza Hotel & Spa.
Application Deadline: December 1, 2026, no application fee

Completed applications or questions should be directed to Tina Ferguson at
tferguson@caltrux.org or 916-373-3528.

Golden Jubilee Nomination Form

LOCAL EVENTS

Join us Saturday, August 29, on San Francisco Bay!
Single, Couple, or Sponsorship tickets available- click below!

CALIFORNIA
i -n.— TRUCKING

\-—-Q_\Jnssocunou

COASTAL UNIT

i

California Trucking Association

Coastal Unit Bay Cruise
President’s Night



https://www.caltrux.org/dom-awards/
https://www.caltrux.org/dom-awards/
tel:916-373-3528
mailto:events@caltrux.org
mailto:events@caltrux.org
https://caltrux-vista.growthzoneapp.com/ap/CloudFile/Download/rklENaNp
https://4f5bt9nab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EIcVcmTcp69iHtVtaO3v1xgWJUswebH2Z4CRJGdsQqS3-FlyVdaBCx5h4yJI-qAfEtAynhDsy-RUU4H67_HllSkL0owxc9Dna-02V9SQ1xcBERlgcMb6edXnC3N5w7Dox0Xul1s4fRMjn3dYGb9TQjAnrnG6sLK6HxEb5ZBCkl-cbyhPaBeEWXNjBdflX6t3&c=UsLxQkOIL0uhHcccL5liCSjzhamYFlsMRKAkpebuyfN_TV1-tjD7xQ==&ch=HQ4kdHq9aQU1LIeqbbbIopyvKOJ_5gxDQF_-oIFOeubcbWj_4Xuqzg==
mailto:tferguson@caltrux.org
tel:916-373-3528
https://files.constantcontact.com/fb8f0357301/1b8bbfcb-9288-42d0-8e16-4a150376e15d.pdf?rdr=true
https://members.caltrux.org/events/Details/2026-bay-cruise-coastal-unit-president-s-night-1741688?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.caltrux.org/events/Details/2026-bay-cruise-coastal-unit-president-s-night-1741688?sourceTypeId=Website

Bay Cruise Information & Registration

Network & Golf at the LA/Orange Unit Golf Tournament

Single, Foursome, Dinner Only, or Sponsorship tickets available- click below!

KERN UNIT
5p0rt|n9 Clay Shoot

October 9" 2026
7:30 Check in / 8:30 Start Time )
Kern County Gun Club

12450 Shotgun Road
Bakersfield CA 93311

Genera[
Raffle - | g

GOT SOMETHING TO
SAY TO CALIFORNIA
TRUCKING'S
DECISION MAKERS?

CONSIDER
THIS SPOT.

ADVERTISING IN
CALTRUX 5™ WHEEL
REACHES THOUSAMNDS EVERY WEEK.

CONTACT JENNIFER at

(209) 944-1516 | (925) 308-7545 Jennifer@matthewspublishing.com
or (501) 690-9383

BAC Community Bank
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Your Partner for Storm Water Compliance

Storm Water Membership Benefits Include

= Simplified form templates = Draft requuired Water Board reports

= Semi-annual live training = Technical supp and régulaory correspondence
= Sampling supplies and analysis of results « Annual confidential inspections to keep your facllity in compllance

WEIGH STATION BYPAS.
INTEGRATED TOLL PAYMENT SERVICES
SOLUTION :

Ask about a free trial offer .
to see for yourseif. " & F 866.228.1424
L Save more time, fuel, and money with PrePass! PrePass PrePass.com/CA

MEMBER EXCLUSIVE HELP DESKS

Compliance Confusion? Legal Questions? HR
Headaches? Security System Stress?

Help Desk Has Your Solutions!

The CTA Help Desk Online Contact Form is an exclusive member
benefit designed to help you with any challenges you may be
facing. If we don't have the answer, we will put you in contact with
one of the many member resources who can help.

Some popular topics include:

« Driver qualification rules

« Drug testing questions

» Federal and California motor carrier safety regulations
» Log book/Hours-of-service regulations

* Vehicle load & securement rules

« Environmental regulations

« Hazardous materials regulations

« Legal resources

« Human resources guidance & templates

« Cargo theft/ security system advisement from industry experts

Fill out the request form here or email helpdesk@caltrux.org.

Please be sure to include as much detail and information as possible. Our team will do its best
to get back to you in a timely manner.

Contact the Help Desk

FREE DRIVER SAFETY EDUCATION

Keep Your Drivers Current on Safety with TREDS

CTA s partnered with UC San Diego’s Transportation Research and Education for Driving
Safety Center (TREDS) to prevent crash-related morbidity and mortality by improving safe
driving behaviors.

TREDS offers two courses aimed at preventing commercial motor vehicle-involved crashes from
distracted and substance-impaired driving. They partner with the CTA to make courses available
to the commercial motor vehicle industry.
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Just Drive

DELIVER DISTRACTION-FREE

Courses focus on distraction related to
the use of cell phones and electronic
devices and...

Scope of the problem

Risk & consequences

Rules & regulations

Distracted, fatigued & drowsy driving
Work zone safety

Courses are approximately 60-minutes in length and available in both English and Spanish.

Just Drive

DELIVER DRUG-FREE

Courses focus on substances most
commonly reported to the FMCSA Drug
& Alcohol Clearinghouse and...

Scope of the problem
Contributing factors

Risks & consequences
Laws & testing procedures
Strategies to drive-drug free

Learn More Learn More

EVENT CALENDAR

August 12: Virtual Seminar: Accident Management

August 29: Bay Cruise - Coastal Unit President's Night

September 9: Central Valley & San Joaquin Units Truck Driver Appreciation Event

September 9: Virtual Seminar: Vehicle Maintenance Programs

September 14: Los Angeles/Orange Unit Golf Tournament

September 15: Cordelia Sacramento Unit Truck Driver Appreciation

September 15: Fall Government Affairs Update

September 23: Southern California Safety Day

October 9: Kern Unit Sporting Clay Shoot

October 14: Virtual Seminar: CA BIT Inspections & Audit

November 4: Virtual Seminar: 6 Audit Factors

November 7: Northern CA Driver of the Month Banquet

November 14: Southern CA Driver of the Month Banquet

December 9: Virtual Seminar: Data Q's, Contesting_Preventability, SMS & FMCSA Portal

January 19 - 22: CTA's 73rd Annual Membership Conference

MEMBER BENEFITS & SERVICES
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CTA-SUPPORTING, CTA-OWNED & OPERATED

L 1 CALIFORNIA
#=0= TRUCKING

CIRCLE CLUB SPONSOR

* DOT COMPLIANCE

« EMPLOYER PROGRAMS

* BACKGROUND SCREENING
* MOBILE DRUG TESTING

* MRO SERVICES

* DRUG TESTING SOFTWARE

Circle Club Sponsor companies have A portion of every dollar spent with TSC
shown a special commitment to CTA goes back to support the CTA. That's
members and the trucking industry. good for you, and good for trucking.
We encourage our members to take Experience exclusive member
advantage of these special offers and treatment with excellent customer
support these affiliated businesses. service, reliability, and added value.
Click here to view CTA Circle Club Contact Levi Ochotorena for more
Sponsor companies and their information and a CTA Member-
valuable promotions. exclusive price quote.

Digital Back Issues: The Caltrux Bookshelf

For decades Caltrux Magazine has informed and entertained our
members with news and features regarding the transport business, our
legislative challenges and wins, and in-depth focus on the movers and
shakers of California trucking.

The Caltrux Bookshelf uses a digital flipbook format to display these — . cEWPBRATING A CENTURY —

magazine issues in high quality, complete with articles and [ J‘QE‘A"E‘[TR"“N' “

advertisements - identical to what you already receive in the mail.

California Trucking Association | 4148 E. Commerce Way | Sacramento, CA 95834 US
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